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Rutland Historical Markers, 


Memorials, and Plaques 
By Thomas A. Carpenter 


There are a number of historical markers, memorials and plaques in the 
original land charter of Rutland which now encompasses four municipali- 
ties, Rutland City, Rutland Town, West Rutland and Proctor. This tour 
will take you around these four municipalities. 


Types of Markers, Memorials, and Plaques 


The markers you will discover are Vermont roadside historical markers, 
stone or marble memorials, metal plaques attached to stones, marble, or 
granite markers and even a building. 


The State of Vermont markers date back to 1947 when the Vermont 
Legislature started the roadside historic site marker program. Today, there 
are over 272 cast aluminum green markers scattered all over Vermont with 
one marker located at Cedar Creek in Virginia. As the Vermont official 
state website states, “these markers commemorate Vermont’s many people, 
events, and places of regional, statewide, or national significance.” This 
tour will include 12 of these historical markers covering all four municipal- 
ities. 


To learn more about the Vermont Roadside Historical Site Markers go to: 
https://accd.vermont.gov/historic-preservation/roadside-markers. 


To learn more about the Rutland memorials and plaques go to: 
https://www.HMdb.org. Search under “Postal Zip Code” to find a 


location. 


To learn more about the Crown Point Road markers go to: 
https://www.crownpointroad.org. 


To learn more from the various RHS_ quarterlies go to: 
https://www.rutlandhistory.com click on publications, quarterlies, and 
finally the quarterly you want to view. 


Z 


Information regarding the tour 


This tour covers approximately 20 miles and could take about three 
to four hours. (Two hours if you don’t get out of your car to walk 
around.) 


The walking tour will allow you to park your vehicle along the side 
street (Main Street) parallel to South Main street. This part of the 
tour will cover seven of the historical markers. Additional infor- 
mation will be provided regarding parking and walking as the 
tour proceeds. 


This tour is designed to begin at the Vermont State Fairgrounds main 
entrance and end in West Rutland, however the tour doesn’t need 
to end in West Rutland. Since there are 44 Vermont roadside his- 
torical markers in Rutland County, you can continue from West 
Rutland to follow Route 4A west toward Fair Haven to search 
out other markers located in Castleton (six) and Fair Haven 
(two). 





(1) George Schmitt, 1892-1913 


Starting at the Vermont State Fairground’s main entrance at 175 South 
Main Street in Rutland you will see the historical marker George Schmitt, 
1892-1913. There is a small parking area directly in front of the fair- 
ground’s main entrance, but watch for traffic when leaving the parking 
area and turning left to head north on Route7 & 4. Interesting fact, the 
year 2020 marks the 175" anniversary of the Fairgrounds. (Because to 
head north out of that entrance may be very difficult, parking elsewhere 
nearby and walking to the marker may be a better choice.) 





For additional information visit: RHS Quarterlies Volume XV #4, 
1985; Volume 50 #2 & #3, 2020; and Vermonthistory.org/early-aviation- 
1910. 


(2) Vietnam Veterans Memorial 


Leaving the George Schmitt marker, head north about eight tenths of 
a mile, turn left (west) at the sixth traffic light onto Center Street, then 
turn left onto the unmarked road just before the Rutland City Fire 
Station. Park anywhere along this side street. Now you will start your 
walking tour by heading south, crossing Washington Street and begin- 
ning the walking tour at the south end of the Main Street Park where 
you will find the Vietnam Veterans Memorial located at 45 South Main 
Street. 


Chapter #1 of the Vietnam Veterans of America had this Memorial 
erected to honor those Veterans who served in the Vietnam War. This 
current stone memorial was dedicated on Veterans Day 2017. The 
original stone sculpture that occupied the same location from 2000 to 2017 
had deteriorated and a decision was made to replace it with the current one 
that was designed to more closely represent the American soldier of the 
Vietnam era. 


For additional information visit: http://vietnamvetschapterl.org. 
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(3) Major General Clarence R. Edwards YD 

Walk north to 35 South Main Street, to find the memorial for Major 
General Clarence R. Edwards YD, (Yankee Division) erected on June 
24, 1934. 


General Edwards was the division commander for this 26" Division 
that was activated on August 22, 1917. The nickname of “Yankee 
Division” was suggested and Edwards approved this suggestion since all 
of the various units came from the New England area. Over 1,175 men 
from the 1* Vermont infantry unit were part of this division. A “Yankee 
Division” still exists today and those men and women wear the shoulder 
sleeve insignia with a “YD” monogram. 


(4) Col. David L. Morgan 1937 


Continue to walk north, crossing Washington Street to 29 South Main 
Street, to find a small memorial that is located in the grass close to the 
side of the road. 


This small stone memorial is inscribed; Jn Memory of Col. David L. 
Morgan 1937 with the letters WRC at the top. 


(5) Rutland G.A.R. Memorial 


Also located at 29 South Main Street, is the Rutland G.A.R. 
Memorial. This granite memorial was erected in 1970 by the Daughters 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War 1861-1865. 


(6) Major General Merritt A. Edson 


Walking north to 27 South Main Street, you will find the next 
memorial, Major General Merritt A. Edson, USMC, also known as “Red 
Mike”. Major General Edson was awarded the Medal of Honor (when 
he was a Colonel) for his actions against the Japanese forces in the 
Solomon Islands in September of 1942 during World War II. A U.S. 
Naval Destroyer, USS Edson, DD946, was named after him. This memo- 
rial was erected on September 13, 1992 by the Boston chapter of the 1° 
Marine Division Association. 


(7) Korea War Memorial 


The next historical marker is located at 23 South Main Street. This 
black marble memorial was dedicated on September 28, 2013 in honor of 
those who fought and served in the Korean War between June 25, 1950 
and July 27, 1953. 
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(8) Rutland World War I Memorial 


The next stop on our walking tour as we walk north to 21 South Main 
Street, 1s the Rutland World War I Memorial. This memorial plaque 
mounted in a large rock was erected and dedicated on July 27, 1921 by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Ann Story Chapter. This plaque 
lists the names of the men and women who served in the World War 
known as the Great War (WWI). 


(9) Rutland Fire Dept. Memorial 


Not part of the Historical Marker Tour but worth mentioning, is a 
Rutland Fire Department granite memorial on the corner of South Main 


Street and Center Street. The inscription reads: “Courage, Compassion, 
Commitment RFD 9-11-01”. 


(10) The Green Mountain Boys 


Crossing Center Street, heading north, you will find the next 
memorial in Main Street Park at 17 South Main Street which honors 


6 


The Green Mountain Boys. This statue was unveiled on November 18, 
1915 and erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution. The 
Green Mountain Boys was a militia organization first established in the 
1770s in the territory between New York and New Hampshire. In 1777 
this territory was referred to as the Vermont Republic which later became 
the State of Vermont. The flag of the Green Mountain Boys predated 
the Vermont Republic and is still used today by the Vermont National 
Guard. 


(11) The Ten Commandments 


Our next to the last stop in Main Street Park is a marble memorial worth 
mentioning, the Zen Commandments. This memorial is located across the 
street from Mansfield Place and just east of the City’s band stand. This 
marble memorial is inscribed: “Presented to the City of Rutland Vermont 
in memory of Pres. John F. Kennedy by Rutland Aerie 1001 Fraternal 
Order of Eagles”. 


(12) John Deere Birthplace 


Located at the north end of South Main Street Park, past the Rutland 
City band stand, is the last historical marker on our walking tour. This 
marker, which identifies the John Deere birthplace, is located at the corner 
of South Main Street & West Street. It was erected in 2012 by the 
Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. 


(13) Fort Rutland Memorial 


As you drive away from the park, head south and turn left onto 
Washington Street. Then turn left again onto Route 7& 4 at the traffic light 
and head north for about three tenths of a mile. At the second traffic light 
turn right just beyond Terrill Street and park at the abandoned service 
station or in the Tops Supermarket lot. This next memorial known as the 
Fort Rutland Memorial 1s \ocated at the corner of South Main Street and 
Terrill Street. 


According to the website fortwiki.com/Fort Rutland, “Fort Rutland 
(1775-1775)- A small stockade Revolutionary War Fort established in 
1775 in present-day Rutland in Rutland County, Vermont. One small 
building used for storage of ammunition and supplies inside the stockade, 
Abandoned in 1775.” 


For additional information visit: RHS Quarterly Vol. XXI #1, 1991. 
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(14) Martin Henry Freeman, 1826-1889 

Continue north approximately two tenths of a mile on Route 7 North and 
turn right into the driveway by the U.S. Postal mail box just north of Aiken 
Place. The Martin Henry Freeman historical marker is located just east of 
Route 7 North up on a knoll above the sidewalk. 


For additional information visit: RHS Quarterlies Vol. XXVI #3, 1996; 
Vol. 40 #4, 2010; and Vol. 46 #2, 2016. 


(15) Old State House 

From this driveway, turn left and head south about two tenths of a 
mile. Stay in the right lane, take a right at the second traffic light 
onto West Street (Business Route 4 West), and proceed about 200 
feet. Park on the right in the parking lot of the closed Rite-Aid 
building. The Old State House historical marker is located in front 
of the Yankee Surplus building located at 15 West Street. It was 
erected in 1949 by Vermont Historic Sites Commission. [See photo on 
front cover] 


(16) Old State House 
From this 1949 marker walk over to the building and on the left side of 


the entrance to the building you will find a metal plaque pertaining to the 
Old State House. This plaque was erected by the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America, Vermont chapter. 


For additional information visit: RHS’s Quarterlies Vol. XIV #3 & #4, 
1984; Vol. XXII #1, 1992; and the RHS’s Annual Report for 1982. 
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(17) Julia C.R. Dorr, 1825-1913 

Our next stop is southwest of the two Old State House markers. 
Turn right out of the parking lot and head west about one tenth of a 
mile. Turn at the second left street you come to, Court Street, and 
go about 500 feet. On your left, between the Grace Congregational 
Church and the Rutland Free Library, 1s the Julia C. R. Dorr, 1825- 
1913 marker. This marker was erected in 1999 by the Vermont Division 
for Historic Preservation. For additional information visit: RHS’s 
Quarterlies Vol. IV #3, 1974; Vol. XVIII #2, 1988; and Vol. 42 #4, 2012. 


(18) Ann Story, 1741-1817 

From the Julia Dorr marker continue south on Court Street turning right 
at the next intersection onto Center Street, then go one block, approximate- 
ly one tenth of a mile down to the traffic light. Turn right onto Wales Street 
and go to the next traffic light at West Street staying in your left lane. Turn 
left and go down one block and turn right onto Cottage Street where you 
may park. You will find the Ann Story sculpture at the corner of Cottage 
and West Streets. Although this isn’t a historical marker it is worth 
mentioning since the Ann Story Chapter has been referred to in regards to 
other markers on this tour. This sculpture was erected by the Carving Stu- 
dio and Sculpture Center, Vermont Quarries, MKF Properties, and Green 
Mountain Power. (Note: There are a number of marble sculptures that are 
located in downtown Rutland City you might want to search out to view.) 





For additional information visit: HMdb.org and search for Ann Story. 


(19) Italian American Club of Rutland Vermont 

Continue north on Cottage Street for one block. Turn left just beyond the 
metered parking lot. Go one block to the next traffic light. Turn right at the 
traffic light onto Grove Street. Head north about one tenth of a mile to 73 
Grove Street which 1s located on your left. Turn left into the parking area 
between 73 Grove Street and 77 Grove Street. This /talian American Club 
of Rutland Vermont marker was erected in 2015 by the Vermont Division 
for Historic Preservation. 


(20) Historic West Street Cemetery/Governor Israel Smith 1759 
-1810 


Leaving the parking area on Grove Street, turn right and head 
south for about two tenths of a mile turning right at the second traffic light 
that is at the corner of West Street and Merchants Row. Citizens 
Bank will be at the corner on your right. Head west for two tenths of 
a mile. As you go through two traffic lights you will see a cemetery on 
your right. Park on the right just beyond the cemetery. You should 
see a vintage Rutland Railway passenger car and you can park anywhere 
near it. Walk on the sidewalk heading east back toward the cemetery. 
You will then see the double-sided marker located there on West 
Street in front of the cemetery. This marker was erected in 2018 by 
Vermont Division for Historical Preservation. 








For additional information visit: RHS’s Quarterly Vol. VII #1, 1977. 
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(21) Rutland Veterans Memorial 

This memorial is easy to get to from the West Street Cemetery and Israel 
Smith marker. If you are standing looking south facing the double marker, 
turn around and look into the West Street Cemetery where you will find 
this Rutland Veterans Memorial inside the cemetery, at about 70 feet from 
the iron gate. This memorial is dedicated to the memory of the Veterans 
who served in the following wars: Revolutionary War (16 names); War of 
1812 (five names); Mexican War (one name); Civil War (19 names). 
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(22) Memorial in front of Town Hall Center Rutland 
Walking back to your vehicle, on the west side of the driveway 


where you parked, you will see a marble sculpture Borne by Nora 
Valdez. 
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Leaving from here, turn right and head west on West Street for 1.2 miles. 
To continue on West Street, bear left after crossing the railroad tracks at the 
traffic light. This next memorial is located in front of the Town of Rutland 
Municipal building which will be on your left. This 1952 memorial was 
dedicated in honor of the citizens of the Town of Rutland who served in 
both World Wars. 





(23) Center Rutland Depot 

Continue heading west (left out of the parking lot of the Town Hall) on 
Business Route 4 for one tenth of a mile where you will find your next 
marker on your left, Center Rutland Depot, located on the corner of Route 4 
and Depot Lane. 


The actual depot that this marker refers to is south of the marker on 
Depot Lane located on the left after crossing the railroad tracks. This 
marker was erected in 2012 by Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation. 
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(24) Horse Watering Trough 

To get to the Horse Water Trough memorial you should walk to it from 
where you parked for the Center Rutland Depot historical marker. Head 
west on the sidewalk for approximately 350 feet. The horse watering trough 
is next to the road and just southeast of the railroad bridge. 


The inscription on the water trough reads: 

“DRINKING FOUNTAIN TO MARK THE OLD MILITARY ROAD 
FROM CHARLESTOWN, N.H. TO CROWN POINT, N.Y. 1759-60. 
FORT RANGER STOOD ON THE OPPOSITE BLUFF 1778 
FIRST COMMANDER CAPT. GIDBON BROWNSON. 
ERECTED BY ANN STORY CHAPTER 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
JUNE 14, 1903” 


The watering trough was moved a few feet south in 1959 to its present 
location which 1s directly across Route 4 from the East Proctor Road. 
For additional information visit: crownpointroad.org. 
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(25) Meads Falls 

To get to the next historical marker, walk back to your vehicle and drive 
west (left off Depot Lane) on Business Route 4 for about one tenth of a 
mile. Cross under the railroad bridge, and continue through the set of traffic 
lights keeping in the left lane. Take the next left onto Simons Avenue by 
Johnson’s Energy Inc. where you may park. You will have just passed the 
marker on your left before Simons Avenue. This Meads Falls marker was 
erected in 1999 by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. 





(26) John Sunderland 

The next marker is located in Proctor, VT. Leaving Simons Avenue, turn 
right to head east on Route 4 and go approximately 400 feet to the traffic 
light getting in the left turn lane. Turn left to head north on Route 3 for 4.3 
miles. In Proctor Route 3 becomes South Street. At the intersection of 
South Street and Main Street turn left onto Main Street. At the stop sign 
cross Main Street and go into the library parking lot just before the bridge 
and park there. In front of the library building you will find a stone marker 
with a metal plaque on it. This marker 1s in memory of John Sunderland, 
the first settler in 1767 who lived just south of the bridge. At one time this 
area was known as “Sunderland Falls” before the area was renamed 
Proctor. 
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(27) Otter Creek 

This next marker 1s within viewing distance of the John Sunderland mark- 
er. It is located at the entrance of the library parking lot and next to the mar- 
ble arch bridge. This Otter Creek marker was erected in 2007 by the Ver- 
mont Division for Historic Preservation. 


(28) Proctor (VT) War Memorial 

Leaving the parking lot, turn right, cross the marble bridge heading west 
on Main Street for two tenths of a mile. After the bridge Main Street will 
bear to the right and down a hill. Park on the right side of the road across 
the street from the Proctor Town Hall. This marker will be just north of the 
bandstand on the east side of Main Street. This marble memorial lists the 20 
names of those from Proctor who served in WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 





(29) Vermont Marble Company 


Just north about 200 feet from the Proctor war memorial is this next 
marker which is located in front of the Vermont Marble Exhibit and Muse- 
um buildings. This Vermont Marble Company marker was erected in 2007 
by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation. 


For additional information visit: RHS’s Quarterlies Vol. 32 #3, 2002. 
Vol. 40 #2, 2010; and Vol. 42 #1 + #2, 2012; 





(30) Crown Point Road Marker #45 


From the Vermont Marble Company marker continue on Main Street for 
one tenth of a mile until you come to a stop sign. Turn right onto North 
Street. After driving about one tenth of a mile on North Street, make a note 
that Florence Road is on your left. Continue north and then down a hill on 
North Street for four tenths of a mile until you reach a stop sign. Turn left 
onto Meadow Street heading west. Meadow Street merges with Gorham 
Bridge Road. Turn here to head right which puts you on Gorham Bridge 
Road. Continue north for about six tenths of a mile. The Crown Point Road 
#45 granite marker will be on your left by the side of the road across from 
where the guardrail on your right ends. About one tenth of a mile north 
from this marker is an area just before the Gorham covered bridge where 
you can turn around to head back in the direction from which you just 
came. 
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(31) Crown Point Road Marker #44A 

Head back to Florence Road which is one mile from Crown Point Road 
Marker #45 taking Gorham Bridge Road to Meadow Street and then go 
one block turning right onto North Street. Continue on North Street and 
then make a sharp right onto Florence Road after 71 North Street. 
Continue on Florence Road for about four tenths of a mile to arrive at the 
Crown Point Road Marker #44A. This granite marker is located just be- 
yond the guardrail on the right side of the road. The inscription on this 
marker is identical to the next marker on this tour. 

(This granite marker had been discarded and given to the CPRA in 
2003. It is probable that the present Marker #44 carved in marble was the 
Town’s preference to the granite stone. The CPRA decided to place this 
granite marker on the Crown Point Road.) 


15,12 2019 
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(32) Crown Point Road Marker #44 

Turn around and head back down Florence Road three tenths of a mile 
to a stop sign. Bear right to continue down Florence Road for one tenth of 
a mile to a stop sign. Bear right onto North Street for one tenth of a mile 
until you come to a stop sign at the five corners. Turn right onto Market 
Street. You should see “Franklin’s” across the street. Continue on Market 
Street for one tenth of a mile to the next stop sign which 1s at the intersec- 
tion of Market Street and School Street. Go straight across School Street 
to Cross Street. Follow Cross Street for one tenth of a mile to the junction 
of Cross Street and West Street. The marble Crown Point Road Marker 
#44 1s on your right at this junction when heading south. 
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(33) Crown Point Road Marker #43 


West Street 1s a continuation of the West Proctor Road. Leaving Crown 
Point Road Marker #44 turn left and head south on West Street for 4.2 
miles. This next Crown Point Road Marker #43 will be on your right or 
west side of the road. As you head south on West Proctor Road at about 3.4 
miles you will pass Wilson Castle. Just south of Wilson Castle the telephone 
poles switch over to the right side of the road. When the telephone poles 
switch back over to the left side of the road, you will find this small marker 
on the right side of the road. It is small and there could be lots of vegetation 
around it. Next to this stone marker is a metal sign on a post that reads: 
“Hubbardton Military Road Crossed here 1776”. Parking or stopping here 
on the West Proctor Road could be unsafe due to traffic. You should park 
your vehicle elsewhere from the marker and walk to the marker. 








(34) Lemuel Haynes West Parish Minister/ Abolitionist and 
Author 


Continue south on the West Proctor Road to a stop sign at the intersection 
of the West Proctor Road and Business Route 4. Turn right and head west 
for one mile. Turn right just before the railroad tracks onto Pleasant Street 
and go about 400 feet. This marker will be on your left next to the cemetery. 
This is a two-sided marker with different inscriptions on either side. This 
Lemuel Haynes marker was erected in 2018 by the Vermont Division for 
Historical Preservation. 








For additional information visit: RHS’s Quarterlies Vol. XI #1, 1981; Vol. 
XXII #1, 1993; and Vol. 39 #4, 2009. 


(35) West Rutland War Memorial 
Continue north on Pleasant Street for 400 feet then bear left onto 

Sheldon Avenue. Continue on Sheldon Avenue for three tenths of a mile 
until you come to a stop sign with Thrall Avenue. Then turn left onto 
Thrall Avenue. Continue two tenths of a mile to a stop sign at the 
intersection of Thrall Avenue and Marble Street. Turn left onto Marble 
Street. Then continue on Marble Street for about two tenths of a mile. 
Park on the right side of the street just before the stop sign. On your right 
will be the West Rutland Town Hall. On the front lawn of the town hall 











will be this two-part memorial. The first part is a WWI cannon that sits 
in front of the marble memorial itself. The second part is a marble me- 
morial that 1s dedicated to those who served in WWI, Spanish American 
War and Civil War. This monument was built by the Town of West Rut- 
land. 
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(36) Roll of Honor, Town of West Rutland WWII Memorial 

The last marker on this tour is also located on the front lawn of the West 
Rutland Town Hall. This marker consists of three black marble panels which 
lists the names of those West Rutland men and women who served in 
WWI. The middle panel lists the names of ten men who were killed in 
action and the two who died in service. 





This concludes our tour. 
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We hope that you are enjoying 
your Quarterlies. 


We appreciate your support. 


Gift memberships are a great 
HOLIDAY STOCKING 
STUFFERS!!! 
$10.00 Regular 
$8.00 Students per person 
$8.00 Seniors (62+) 
$20.00 Contributor 
$50.00 Sponsor 
$200.00 Lifetime per person 


Additional donations are always 
eratefully accepted. 


